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SUBJECT: LPDR POLICY ON LAO WHO FLEE THE COUNTRY 

REF VIENTIANE 2356 

1 . THE QUESTIONAND ANSWER COLUMN WHICH APPEARS DAILY IN THE 
LAO PARTY "VOICE OF THE PEOPLE" NEWSPAPER ON SEPEMBER 27 
CARRIED THE EDITORS' RESPONSE TO A "READER'S" QUESTION ON 
GOVERNMENT POLICY TOWARDS PERSONS SEEKING TO FLEE THE LPDR. THE 
EDITORS EXPLAIN: 

2. "IF (AFTER RE-EDUCATION) ONE DOES NOT WISH TO CHANGE AND 
BECOME A GOOD CITIZEN, ONE ALWAYS HAS THE RIGHT TO LEAVE THE 
COUNTRY. THOSE WHO DO NOT LOVE THIS REPUBLIC, THIS DEMO- 
CRATIC REGIME, BUT INSTEAD WANT TO GO TO LIVE UNDER A REGIME 
OF THIEVES AND HIPPIES ARE FREE TO LEAVE AND WE WILL NOT IMPEDE 
THEM. IF THEY REMAIN IN THE COUNTRY THEY ONLY CAUSE US SERIOUS 
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PROBLEMS AND MAKE THEMSELVES A HEAVY BURDEN. IT IS USELESS TO 
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PUT THEM IN PRISON. WE ONLY PLACE IN PRISON SPIES AND THOSE 
WHO INSTIGATE TROUBLE AND WHO WANT TO DESTROY THE SECURITY OF 
THE REPUBLIC." 

3. COMMENT: THIS "LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT" APPROACH MAY BE OFFICIAL 
POLICY, BUT IS CLEARLY NOT OFFICIAL PRACTICE, AS INDICATED REFTEL. 
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